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CLICK HERE TO BOOK NOW   

NHS trusts must continue 
to access a savings tool 
which has generated 
“significant benefit” 
to the health service, 
NHS Improvement has 
confirmed.

The regulator has told trusts to pay for a 12 month licence 
for the Purchasing Price Index Benchmarking tool, as the 
two year contract between provider AdviseInc and NHSI 
expires at the end of this month.

Since being rolled out across the NHS two years ago, 
the tool has enabled the comparison of £7.7bn of trust 
expenditure on goods and equipment.

In a letter to trusts, seen by HSJ, NHSI said the tool 
provides a “source of intelligence” for regional savings 
targets, and is “nationally important” for efficiency schemes 
such as Getting it Right First Time, Nationally Contracted 
Products, and the procurement transformation plan.

All trusts will pay £3,500 plus VAT to access the tool, 
which represents a price increase between £250 to £750 
for some trusts.

NHSI previously said they would fund the tool on behalf of 
trusts, but last year shifted part of the cost onto trusts.

In December 2017 the regulator’s head of operational 
productivity Jeremy Marlow said NHSI was working on a 
“next generation” of PPIB, and documents seen by HSJ 
suggested a procurement would be run in spring 2018 for 
a new “analytics partner”.

But this plan appears to have been scrapped.

In their letter to trusts NHSI said 10 regional PPIB events 
will be held in the next 12 months to help trusts maximise 
their use of the tool, and webinars will also be set up.

An additional £1bn of spend will be captured by an 
“updated data model”, the regulator said.

A spokesman for the Health Care Supplies Association, 
which represents NHS procurement professionals, 
welcomed the news and said the tool had generated 
“significant benefit” to the NHS.

“It is a significant step 
towards the creation 
of a long held HCSA 
ambition to have a 
national perspective on 
NHS spend, pricing, and 
suppliers,” he said.

Source: Information provided to HSJ
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This event takes place on 7 November 2018 in Birmingham 
and 3 April 2019 in London.

These seminars are ideal for NHS suppliers new to the NHS 
or in need of a refresher. Attendees will learn about the Future 
Operating Model (FOM), procurement towers and what this 
all means for organisations doing business with the NHS. 

You will hear from expert speakers from Wilmington 
Healthcare and HSJ as well as national and local NHS  
leaders responsible for procurement. 

Book your place via our website today: 

www.wilmingtonhealthcare.com/events/ 
seminars/nhs-procurement/
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